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“...wild beasts shall lie there,

and owls shall call there,

and satyrs shall dance there,

and hyenas shall cry in the temples of pleasure...”

Isaiah 13:21-22

inspired, after a fashion, by the poems of the same name by Brendan Constantine

for Yarn/Wire



notes

Although the pieces in this set do indeed constitute a single work with all four
together, they can also be treated as four individual pieces and programmed as such
(either with all four separated on a single concert, or with only one or two of them
on a program, or of course, all together).

There is a little bit of microtonal notation for the wine glasses. Since there will not
be opportunity to tune the glasses as the piece progresses with adding water, exact
pitch accuracy is not expected - the notes are merely there as a guide to figure out
how much water to add. Also, there is a very high A requested from one of the
glasses in the fourth piece. This is achieved by slightly pinching the glass in the
middle while bowing so that an overtone comes out instead of the fundamental.

The percussion set-up is as follows:

2 wine glasses (for the pianists)

2 wood blocks (shared with the pianists)
a bowl of water (shared with the pianists)
2 octaves of crotales

a 5-octave marimba

a concert bass drum

a low tom

a medium cymbal

9 aluminum pipes, tuned as follows:

ratio: 14 20 2 2 24 33 35 36 s
> 4 . " " B |
y aW | L
G = e e e e
= - 763.125hz
[ % 201375h 30525k 333he 457.875hy  485.625hy  499.5hz

frequency: 194.2hz 277.5hz
Duration: 18 minutes

For more information or to acquire parts please contact the composer at
Plainsound Music Edition
552 S. Oakland Awve., Apt. 1
Pasadena, CA 91101
www. plainsound.org
mcintosh@plainsound.org
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