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notes 
 
For this piece six of the guitars are slightly retuned. Guitars II and VI are lowered by 
1/3 of a half step, or 33 cents. Guitars III and VII are lowered by 1/2 of a half step, 
or 50 cents. Guitars IV and VIII are lowered by 2/3 of a half step, or 67 cents. In 
addition, a slight bend is occasionally required to produce other pitches. The 
bending is notated in cents above or below the pitch, and the given bend should 
continue throughout the duration of the measure. 
 
The score is notated with the sounding pitches, but the parts are notated in normal 
12-tone notation (no microtonal accidentals). 
 
Please always hold the resonance of the notes as long as possible, as if each note was 
played by a bell. Also, please play with the fingertips instead of with picks. 
 
A sound quality produced by pickups closer to the neck with a small amount of 
overdrive is desirable. 
 
Duration: 10 minutes  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 commissioned by the Los Angeles Electric 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information or to acquire parts please contact the composer at 
 Plainsound Music Edition 
 552 S. Oakland Ave., Apt. 1 
 Pasadena, CA 91101 
 www.plainsound.org 
 mcintosh@plainsound.org 



The Extended Helmholtz-Ellis JI Pitch Notation 
microtonal accidentals designed by Marc Sabat and Wolfgang von Schweinitz, 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3-LIMIT (PYTHAGOREAN) INTERVALS FUNCTION OF THE ACCIDENTALS 

 E e n v V notate untempered perfect fifths (3/2) ≈ ± 702.0 cents 

      perfect fifth (3/2); perfect fourth (4/3); major wholetone (9/8) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
7-LIMIT (SEPTIMAL) INTERVALS 
 

 <   >  notate an alteration by one septimal comma (64/63) ≈ ± 27.3 cents 

      natural seventh (7/4); septimal wholetone (8/7); septimal diminished  
      fifth (7/5); septimal tritone (10/7); septimal minor third (7/6) 

 ,   .  notate an alteration by two septimal commas (64/63)·(64/63) ≈ ± 54.5 cents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11-LIMIT (UNDECIMAL) INTERVALS 

 4   5  notate an alteration by one undecimal quartertone (33/32) ≈ ± 53.3 cents  
      undecimal augmented fourth (11/8); undecimal diminished fifth (16/11) 
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